
Palette Patter
 May / June 2019

www.auroraartistsguild.com 

Bi-monthly Newsletter of the Aurora Artists Guild Colorado

AAG Meeting
Monday
May 13, 2019
June 10, 2019

(2nd Monday of the Month)

Board Meeting 6:30 pm
General Meeting 7:00 pm

Garden Plaza
14221 E. Evans Ave
Aurora, CO 80014 

 

Programs 
May Demo 
Susan Schmidt

June Demo 
Karen Fisher

Refreshments
May - Sandy White

June- Jo Ann Zavares

AAG  Shows
For all take in and pickup 

info please see the  
complete list of AAG 

Shows on page 3 
of this newsletter.

A message from the President
Trista Robrahn

Dear Fellow Artists:

As I wrap up my final year as president, I want to thank 
all of you for your support over the last three years.  I 
have enjoyed working with all of you.  I will be work-
ing with the new President as he or she transitions into 
the position.   Elections will be held at our May meet-

ing.  Please consider running as we need new blood in the position.

Now that spring Is here I hope you are enjoying the milder weather and seeing 
the birds returning.  I sure do appreciate daylight savings time!  I am looking 
forward to cleaning off my patio and spending some time outside.

Thanks again,

Trista

Brian Serff Land Gate, Rye, Sussex.
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Venues 2019
IF YOU HAVEN’T shown works with us before 
please send a couple digital images to  
ninanadeau@rippingfang.com 
and/or joannnelson95@gmail.com  

Arapaho Justice Center (AJC):

7325 S Potomac St, Centennial, CO,  
No commission

Sharon Keyes  
In charge, questions - call 303-667-8435- or email keyes.329@
msn.com we meet at 3pm in the Jury Room on disincarnated day 
Sharon has tags for the pictures. 
Art needed:    
20 places to hang; Bring an inventory sheet and 3 to 4 pieces; 
our spot to hang rotates from Jury Room to Hallway; to Cafe-
teria as we are sharing with Littleton and Parker Art Guilds.  
All work comes down and new work is put up.  Change outs 
every 2 months: 3pm.  

All 1st Tuesdays.  2019  

Justice Center II   
6984 Lima St. Centennial, CO 
No commission 
Rotating Show, every 2 months; change out time 11 am 
(somewhat flexible) Tuesday or Thursday. 

Art needed:   
14 pieces Make sure you have your own inventory sheet  
and make your own picture tags

Nina Nadeau 
Call Nina Nadeau to sign up - 303-717-4240 or email: 
ninanadeau@rippingfang.com

Sept-Oct - TBD • Nov-Dec - TBD

Aurora Municipal Center 
No commission 
After May 17, 2018 there is no new date to hang art work at AMC. 
Joan Heinen will keep us informed of any future dates 
.
List of venues that the individual artists can contact on 
their own to set up time to show with any venue.

Hope United Methodist Church, 5101 S. Dayton St, Green-
wood village, CO 80111 303-779-1040

Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado, Washington Park Head-
quarters office (Dos Chappell Bathhouse in Denver’s Wash-
ing-ton Park) 600 S. Marion Pkway, Denver, CO 303-715-1010, 
voc@voc.org

Lakewood Arts Gallery is holding its Annual Garden Tour 
on Saturday, June 22, 2019 from 8am to 2:30 pm.  There will 
be at least six gardens this year, including a goat farm, senior 
community farm, student community farm and beautiful 
private gardens.  Ticket price of $20(advance) includes a lun-
cheon and demos/info booths at the gallery, 6731 W. Colfax 
Ave in Lakewood. Tickets may be purchased by calling 303 
980-0625 or online at lakewoodarts.org/garden-tour
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Officers and appointed positions

President - Trista Robrahn - 720-238-7668 
Trista@trent45.com

Vice President/Venue Coordinator 
Call Nina Nadeau to sign up - 303-717-4240 or 
email: ninanadeau@rippingfang.com

Secretary - Pegi Taylor, 
303-3586264 pegit1@comcast.net 

Treasurer- Melissa Stearns, 303-400-0385,  
melissa_stearns@hotmail.com   

Gateway Show - Joan Heinen - 303-699-6335- 
joan@joanheinen.com

Newsletter/Editor - Michele Autry - 303-829-2636 
michele.autry696@gmail.com

Website/Newsletter Design 
Brian Serff  - 303-913-2406  
brian@brianserff.com

Membership - Melissa Stearns, 303-400-0385, 
melissa_stearns@hotmail.com 

Programs -  Sandy White - 303-366-3333 - 
swhite5801@aol.com

Historian/Refreshment Coordinator  
 Lynn Kirch - 303-751-5082 
lynnkirch@comcast.net

Michael Nicosia
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May 13 
Susan Schmitt- Marketing your art

Susan Schmitt took her love of fashion design into a 
full-scale operation of selling original art, greeting cards, 
coloring books, note books, paper dolls and recipe cards.  
Her whimsical Church Ladies with their printed dresses 
and hats and Quilted Women with a deluge of color and 
patterns, grace many a card shop shelf.   She celebrates 
women who have inspired her throughout her life as well 
as lovely bouquets and family festivities.  With her close-
knit family and a Catholic upbringing, she adds humor and 
a sense of nostalgia to her work.

She will bring valued information on design and pro-
duction and will offer source information and expected 
pricing. Susan also teaches marketing workshops using 
websites and social media.  To see her work and available 
products visit www.susanschmittart.com

June,  
Karen Fisher

Since leaving her 15-year teaching career behind in 2012, 
Karen has focused on her multimedia practice in Den-
ver, CO and Dayton, OH, showing and selling her work 
nation-wide.

Drawn to fashion magazines and vintage magazines like 
Life and National Geographic and their ability to gesticu-
late a moment in time, Karen takes these sublime figures, 
dismembers and reconfigures them, resulting in a fresh 
form at once familiar and strange, reborn in the context of 
diverse influences prevalent in her daily life.

She features these images on wood panels and expands 
her use of source material combing magazine imagery 
with a photo transfer process, acrylic paint and found 
materials such as doilies, champagne foil, yellowed sheet 
music, sewing patterns, and news ads.

Both figurative and abstracted, distorted and impression-
istic, and opulent in its use of color, pattern and texture, 
Karen’s work speaks to the beauty inherent in the eclectic.

March

On March 11th, an in-house critique was held by our 
members.  We took turns showing our work and getting 
helpful suggestions from other members. It was fun to 
see so many different types of art created by our talent-
ed artists in several different mediums from photogra-
phy to drawing.

April

On April 9th, the demo was presented by Elayne Mose-
ley.  She works in a representational style with tradition-
al oils, brushes and markers on canvas, wooden panels, 
or paper.

Many of her paintings and drawings are of Denver loca-
tions such as the 16th Street Mall, Larimer Square, and

Capital Hill as well as other parts of the country.

She is an instructor at the Art Students League of Den-
ver, and has published two books on drawing. 

To see her work, go to emoseleygallery.com. 

 May / June 2019

www.auroraartistsguild.com  

CWS WORKSHOPS

Sandy Day Selbert is our new Vice-President of 
workshops and is available at sandy@sandydayselbert.
com. We are very pleased to announce that we now 
will be holding our workshops in the same location as 
our meetings. First Plymouth Congregational Church 
(FPCC), 3501 S. Colorado Blvd., Englewood, CO. This 
central location has ample off-street parking, elevator, 
good light, and much more.

Nancy Foureman Workshop is Canceled! It has been 
replaced by the Plein Air “Paint Out.” See below.

Plein Air “Paint Out.” June 17, 18, and 19 at Chatfield 
Botanic Gardens from 8 AM to 3 PM. Open to all mem-
bers and non-members, too! No instruction, just enjoy 
painting with friends. $10 per day, or $20 for all 3 days. 
Payable on CWS website or day of on site. Bring all your 
supplies and sack lunch. All artists welcome: watercol-
or, oil, pastel, etc. Invite your friends. Special Show: 
June 19 at 2 PM. You may sell your work there with no 
commission to CWS.  [Ed.Note: The venue is correct at 
Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield Farms, 8500 W. Deer 
Creek Canyon Rd, Littleton, CO.]

Please see all details in the full-page flyer included else-
where in this issue.

Workshop August 2019 in conjunction with Splash of 
Colorado 2019, Gunnison, CO 

Workshops/Classes

Demo from March & April

Demos for May & June

Tom Jordon



ART ATTACK:  The overwhelming feel-
ing of having so many creative ideas at 
once and not having the time to do them

 Keetonsonline.com

The creative process is a process of sur-
render, not control.

 Julia Cameron

I have nature & art & poetry, and if that 
is not enough, what is enough???

 Vincent Van Gogh
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AAG MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Memberships are due in January of each year

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________________

State________________________  Zip __________________________________

Phone (_____)________________  E-Mail ____________--_________________

New Member _____  Renewal _______

Please indicate your preference for participating in one of the Guild Committees.  
Your involvement is a great opportunity to receive the most from your membership:

_____ Board Member
_____ Coordinate Refreshments  
          for Shows

_____ Show Take-in

_____ Show Take-down

_____ Hanging Shows

_____ Show Coordinator

Annual Membership  
dues are $35. 

Please submit form and  
payment to: 

Aurora Artists Guild 
P.O. Box 440457 

Aurora, CO 80044

 

Inspire your Artist friends send 
in your Good News

Do you have “Good 
News?” 

Melissa Stearns was selected as 
a finalist in the National Garden 
Club photography contest for 
their 2019 annual meeting in 
Biloxi, Mississippi. 

Congratulations Melissa!!!

Good News!

Artful Quotes 
Editors Note

Brian Serff

Mary Joy Stone

Ellen Westbrook

Dwight Taylor
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Dear AAG Member.,
The dates for the 25th Annual Gateway to the 
Rockies Art Show are October 30 through Decem-
ber 6, 2019. Last year the Gateway art show just 
barely ended up in the black, money wise. The 
committee members were able to ask for and re-
ceive several monetary donations. These donations 
helped us immensely.

            The Gateway committee is asking all AAG 
members to help in soliciting donations. The 
committee members asked for donations from 
business’s that they deal with on a regular basis. 
For example, I asked my dentist for a donation and 

received a check for $50.00. All donations to the 
Gateway to the Rockies Art Show are charitable do-
nations due to the Aurora Artists Guild IRS 501(c)
(3) public charity status.  

Please consider helping the Gateway committee 
with the needed fundraising. For any questions re-
garding this please contact me at joan@joanheinen.
com.

The request for donation letter is to be found on 
the next page.

Thank you 
Joan Heinen

Call for Entry 2019
25th Annual 
Gateway to the Rockies Art Show 
October 30 through December 6 2019 
Prospectus avilable July 12019 
Deadline for Entry September 1, 2019 through callforentry.org

Michael NicosiaChuck Rasco

For more information: Joan Heinen, joan@joanheinen.com    www.auroraartistsguild.com

To be held at the:  
Community College of Aurora, Fine Arts Building 
16000 E. CentreTech Parkway, Aurora, Colorado 80011



 

Aurora Artists Guild 
Website: auroraartistsguild.com 

  

Greetings: 

The Aurora Artists’ Guild is a local group of artists founded in 1960. We are a recognized 501(c)(3) 
organization. 

Annually we hold a juried art show of paintings and photography which is open to public display for 
approximately 4 weeks.  This show brings over 150 entries from artists around the United States and 
abroad.  For the past 23 years the Annual Gateway to the Rockies Art Show was held in the City of 
Aurora History Museum. The 24th Annual Gateway to the Rockies Art Show was successfully held at the 
Community College of Aurora. Our 25th Annual Gateway to the Rockies Art Show will be celebrated at 
the Community College of Aurora.  The show will be held in the month of November 2019. 

In order to continue this tradition and increase audience participation we are writing to you asking for 
your donation.  Not only will you or your organization be helping foster and perpetuate the ideals of 
visual fine arts, but all sponsors are listed in our literature and receive recognition at the art show 
reception and awards ceremony. 

Monetary donations are needed to help pay for the costs of printing and publicity, however we will 
certainly accept any donations that are related specifically to your business as a door prize to our 
attendees. 

For a reference please feel free to call or write to the Aurora History Museum, 303-739-6660, 
15051 E. Alameda Parkway, Aurora, CO 80012. 
 
Donations can be mailed to Aurora Artists Guild, P.O. Box 440457, Aurora, CO 80044.   You can also go 
to our website and donate via Pay Pal if you prefer.   

   

Thank you, 
Joan Heinen 
joan@joanheinen.com 
Aurora Artist Guild 
Gateway to the Rockies Art Show Chair 


